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TAGS: PINT SHUM ES 

SUB J : VISIT TO EL SALVADOR OF AMBASSADOR QUINONEZ MEZA 

1 . ROBERTO QUINONEZ MEZA, EL SALVADOR'S AMBASSADOR IN 
WASHINGTON, RECENTLY SPENT ABOUT TEN DAYS IN SAN SALVADOR. 

IT WAS A BUSY AND SOMEWHAT HECTIC PERIOD FOR HIM. 

2. WHILE HERE, AMBASSADOR QUINONEZ CONFERRED REPEATEDLY 
WITH PRESIDENT ROMERO AND OTHER TOP GOES OFFICIALS. HE 
WORKED HERE ALSO WITH A VISITING REPRESENTATIVE OF EL 
SALVADOR'S PUBLIC RELATIONS CONSULTANT IN THE UNITED STATES. 

AT OUR EMBASSY RESIDENCE, HE ATTENDED A LUNCHEON FOR THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
PARTICIPATED ACTIVELY IN DISCUSSION OF THE RECENT AACLA 
MEETING AND OF THE WASHINGTON DISCUSSIONS WHICH IT HAD 
MADE POSSIBLE FOR MEMBERS OF THE EL SALVADOR DELEGATION. 

3. AMBASSADOR QUINONEZ' VISIT ALSO COINCIDED WITH THE 
PRESENCE HERE OF DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARIES SALLY SHELTON 
AND MARK SCHNEIDER. AT AN EMBASSY RESIDENCE DINNER, HE 
ENGAGED THEM ACTIVELY IN DISCUSSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS MATTERS 
AND ASKED THEM EXACTLY WHAT CORRECTIVE ACTION WAS DESIRED 
OF EL SALVADOR. IT WAS ALSO AMBASSADOR QUINONEZ WHO 
TELEPHONED ME TO GIVE ME MY FIRST REPORT ON IBRD ACTION ON 
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THE ANTEL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION LOANS. 

4. WHILE HE WAS HERE, THE AMBASSADOR RECEIVED THREATENING 
TELEPHONE CALLS. TWO SOURCES HAVE TOLD US THIS, AND THAT 
ONE OF THE ANONYMOUS CALLERS ALLEGEDLY TOLD HIM, "YOU HAVE 
BEEN LUCKY SEVERAL TIMES BEFORE BUT THIS TIME YOU WILL NOT 
ESCAPE US." 
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5. AMBASSADOR QUINONEZ EXTENDED HIS STAY IN SAN SALVADOR 
WHEN A YOUNG RELATIVE, ERNESTO SOL MEZA, WAS ONE 

OF TWO PERSONS KIDNAPPED FROM THE PARKING LOT OF 
THE HOTEL SHERATON. HE STAYEDON TO HELP HIS RELATIVES 
WITH WHAT COULD ONLY BE CONSIDERED A SIGNIFICANT PERSONAL 
AND FAMILY TRAGEDY. 

6. ON OR ABOUT MAY 18, THE AMBASSADOR RETURNED TO WASHINGTON, 
ANDON MAY 20 HIS YOUNG SON WAS KILLED WHILE PILOTING A 
HELICOPTER JUST OUTSIDE THE CAPITAL CITY. THE AMBASSADOR 

AND MRS QUINONEZ ARRICED IN SAN SALVADOR FOR THE FUNERAL 
ON MAY 21. 

DEVINE 
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